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GOOD HEALTH 
AND WELLBEING

Contaminated drinking water 
can transmit diseases such as 
diarrhoea, cholera and polio, with 
diarrhoea alone causing 502,000 
deaths each year globally and 
constituting one of the leading 
causes of death among children 
under 5 years old. 

Water scarcity is likely to rise, 
with an estimated half of the 
world’s population projected to 
live in water-stressed areas by 
2025 (UNICEF and WHO 2015).

In 2017, 303,000 women 
died during pregnancy 
or childbirth.

Smart Water Metering could expand access to 
and quality of water for 2.5-3 billion people 
worldwide, and decrease incidence of diarrheal 
and other waterborne diseases for millions of 
people worldwide. 

At scale, Emergency Response tech innovations 
could reach 3–3.5 billion people—bridging gaps to 
critical emergency care—particularly around child 
birth and substantially reducing pregnancy related 
deaths.13 Moreover, access to information to reach 
the right kind of facility, one with appropriate level of 
care, and ability to treat a condition depending on an 
individual’s medical needs is key.



QUALITY 
EDUCATION

3  http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/416741468332060156/pdf/WPS6888.pdf 
4  http://www.un.org.lb/Library/Assets/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2016-Global.pdf 
6  https://uk.reuters.com/article/women-poll/exclusive-poll-lain-american-cities-have-most-dangerous-transport-for-women-nyc-best-idUKL6N0S32MQ20141029 

For those in school, at least 
250 million primary-school age 
children are not learning basic 
skills, even though half have 
spent at least four years in school.1

Globally, 59 million children 
of primary school age are 
currently not in school. 
65 million adolescents were 
out of school in 2012.2 

Blended learning approaches can improve the 
quality of education for an estimated 250–300 
million girls worldwide in our program countries, 
increasing their access to basic skills and their 
chances of staying in school.

At scale, Multi modal skilling could afford 60-120 
million young people in UNICEF’s program countries 
with the relevant skills they need to thrive and better 
access jobs.
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103 million youth worldwide still 
lack basic literacy skills, and more 
than 60% of those are women.

W H AT  I M PA C T  W E  C O U L D  H AV E



GENDER 
EQUALITY 
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Women are 15% more 
likely to be unemployed 
than men globally. 60% 
of working women in the 
developing world are in 
the informal sector.3

103 million youth 
worldwide still lack 
basic literacy skills, 
and more than 60% 
of those are women.

In 2013, there were 757 
million adults (aged 15 
and over) unable to read 
and write, two-thirds 
of them were women.4

For women around the 
world, commuting gets 
added to an already 
heavy workload and time 
commitments that often 
includes child care and 
the majority of day-to-day 
household tasks. In Mexico 
City, 64% of women said 
they’d been groped or 
physically harassed 
on public transportation.6
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Commuter Ride-sharing could provide 
safer, more efficient, and better quality 
transportation for 350 million people 
around the world, sparing many 
women and girls exposure to unsafe 
transportation environments and 
decreasing time spent in transit.

Smart Recruiting for the 
Informal Economy can provide 
employment opportunities while 
ensuring safe, secure and fair 
conditions for 400–600 million 
women around the world

Using blended learning 
approaches can improve the 
quality of education for an 
estimated 250–300 million girls 
worldwide in our program 
countries, increasing their 
access to basic skills and their 
chances of staying in school. 
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Smart Water Metering could expand access 
to and quality of  water for 2.5–3 billion 
people worldwide.
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CLEAN WATER 
AND SANITATION

844 million people don’t have clean water 
(UNICEF and WHO 2017).

Contaminated drinking water is estimated to cause 
502, 000 diarrhoeal deaths each year.



DECENT WORK 
AND ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

8   http://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2016/08/global-youth-unemployment-rise/ 
9  http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2014/11/19/speech-world-bank-group-president-safety-nets-mexico-leadership
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At scale, Multi modal skilling could afford 60–120 
million young people in UNICEF’s program countries 
with the relevant skills they need to thrive and 
better access jobs.

Smart Recruiting for the Informal Economy can 
provide employment opportunities for people to rely on 
while promoting safe, secure and fair conditions for 
0.8–1.2billion people around the world

156 million or 37% of working 
youth are in extreme or 
moderate poverty—despite 
having a job or some form of 
employment. This number is 54 
million (71%) in developing 
countries.8 

870 million people living in extreme 
poverty in the developing world 
have no safety net (alternative 
source of income/ support) to fall 
back on if disaster strikes.

71 million young people across the 
world are unemployed, with the 
global youth unemployment rate 
at 13.1%. 



15  https://www.womenforwater.org/uploads/7/7/5/1/77516286/water_at_what_cost_wateraid_2016.pdf 
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INDUSTRY, 
INNOVATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Smart Water Metering could expand access to, 
affordability and quality of  water for 2.5–3 billion 
people worldwide.  

Commuter Ride-sharing could provide safer, more 
efficient, and better quality transportation for 350 
million people around the world  minimizing time 
and money wasted in transit.

In developing countries, poor families spend between 
15% to 60% of their income on water.15 

Poor workers living in urban areas in developing 
countries spend up to 4 hours a day commuting, 
and up to 1/3 of their earnings may be spent just 
on commuting costs.



10  http://www.un.org/youthenvoy/youth-statistics-education/
11  https://www.womenforwater.org/uploads/7/7/5/1/77516286/water_at_what_cost_wateraid_2016.pdf 
12  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3702140/pdf/AMJ-06-341.pdf
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REDUCED 
INEQUALITIES

In developed countries, 
people typically spend 
0.1% of their salary on 
water. In  developing 
countries, poor families 
spend between 15% 
to 60% of their income 
on water to get the 
minimum amount to 
meet their needs.11

Each day, young women 
and children spend 140 
million hours collecting 
water, which significantly 
diminishes their access 
to education and labor 
markets.10 

An estimated 300 million 
children live in slums, 
informal settlements, 
or inadequate housing 
where access to 
quality services 
and infrastructure 
is often lacking.12

Poor workers living in 
urban areas in developing 
countries spend up to 
4 hours a day commuting, 
and up to 1/3 of their 
earnings may be spent 
just on commuting costs. 

Commuter Ride-sharing could 
provide safer, more efficient, and 
better quality transportation for 
350 million people around the 
world, sparing many women and 
girls exposure to unsafe and 
unfriendly transportation 
environments and minimizing 
time and money wasted in transit.

Using blended learning 
approaches can improve the 
quality of education to 500–600 
million children worldwide in our 
program countries.

Smart Water Metering 
could expand access to, 
affordability and quality 
of water for 2.5–3 billion people 
worldwide, and decrease the 
financial burden felt by the 
world’s poorest. 


